
El Nino 2026-2027

Overview of the El Nino, past impacts and current forecasts



Some introductory  facts

The Pacific Ocean: Largest ocean on 
earth, about a third of the Earth’s 
surface.

Oceans contain water, whose ability to 
store heat is about 4.2 times greater 
than that of air.

So, the energy changes in the Pacific 
Ocean can affect the global climate 
system.



http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/history/ln-2010-12/three-phases-of-ENSO.shtml

El Nino happens when the 
central and eastern Pacific is 
warmer than normal and the 
western tropical Pacific is cooler 
than normal.

What is El Niño?



El Nino has different 
impacts around Africa

Thompson et al. 2017



El Nino 2026 forecasts

El Nino= Anomalies of Sea Surface Temperature in the Central and Eastern Pacific higher than normal

El Nino conditions are likely in 
the next few weeks/months.

Chances are high for  a “super” 
El Nino this time (i.e. sea surface 
temperatures exceeding 02°C 
above the average at peak).



Comparison with the past El Niño of  events

El Nino in both 2015/16 and 1997/98 
reached large anomalies (more than 
2.3°C). They peaked in intensity 
around December.

The 2023/2024 El Nino peaked in 
intensity around Dec 2023. It was not 
an extremely strong El- Nino only 
reaching anomalies of 2°C. However, 
combined with ongoing global 
warming, there have been significant 
impacts.



• This year’s El Niño is likely strong, comparable to what happened in 2015/16 o 
1998/1999.

• It is occurring in a context of climate change that can compound its impacts.

• Forecasts in the next few months will tell us more (we still face some barriers in 
predictability).

• Keep an eye on two other things: other drivers and seasonal forecasts.

Comparison with the past El Niño of  events



ENSO is one driver amongst others…
The Indian Ocean Dipole (IOD) for example is another important driver rainfall variability across east Africa



Seasonal forecasts – ECMWF Seas5



Seasonal forecasts– ECMWF Seas5



Seasonal forecasts– IRI multi-model ensemble

There is a good consistency across models for some regions like 
East Africa.

Forecasts remain uncertain in other regions (e.g. Sahel) , 
varying across models.

The updates in June and July will provide more certainty



Key messages
• El Nino is coming very soon, and it will have severe regional impacts across Africa.

• El Nino may be  particularly strong this year.
• West Africa: watch out for drier than normal conditions in July-September. And prepare for 

possibly “unprecedented” heat in March-May next year
• East Africa: watch out for wetter than normal conditions in September-December.
• Southern Africa: watch out for drier than normal conditions (possibly droughts) from 

October/November 2026 to March 2027

• Forecasts remain uncertain at this time of the year. Extremely important to monitor 
updates in the next few months.

• Get in touch with your national and regional meteorological services: AGRHYMET 
for West Africa, CAPC for Central Africa, ICPAC for East Africa and SADC-CSC for 
Southern Africa


